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We are an independent, trade publisher based in Preston,  
Lancashire. We have big ambitions and a big heart.  

We continually strive to produce the best children’s books in every 
genre, from Early Years to Young Adult (YA), and we’re 100%  
dedicated to putting Northern Publishing on the map. We are  
also home to The Northern YA Literary Festival.

UCLan Publishing was winner of the Best Newcomer Award  
at the Independent Publishing Awards 2019:   

“There’s a distinct difference to UCLan’s approach — a disruptive 
spirit and an infectious enthusiasm.”  

www.uclanpublishing.com

Bounce Sales and Marketing 
320 City Road, London EC1V 2NZ
sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk
T: 0207 138 3650
W: www.bouncemarketing.co.uk



PICTURE BOOKS
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COMING SOON

CHEESED OFF!
Jake Hope, illustrated by 
Geneveive Aspinall

A playful and interactive picture 
book from Reading Development 
and Children’s Book Consultant, 
Jake Hope.

It’s time for a P-A-R-T-Y and you’re invited!

Join the fun with photos, presents, party foods and some special 
surprise guests in this enjoyable and engaging story . . .

03/03/2022  
£7.99 • 9781912979745 • 216x216mm 
PB • Worldwide Rights • Early Years  

32pp • Picture book

‘One,

two,
three . . .’

‘Whisker-twitchingly fun!’ 
The Daily Mouse’s Nose Paper

 

‘A brie-lliant party story!’ 
The Cheesy Smellograph
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A book-loving bear sets off to see the world. She takes one special 
thing — her Bear’s Big Book of Being Wise. But when she meets  
different creatures — each needing her help — she discovers that  
books aren’t just brilliant at fixing problems, they can also help  
you make new friends. And if you’re lucky, books can take you to a  
very special place indeed . . .

07/10/2021  
£7.99 • 9781912979608 • 280x240mm 

PB • Worldwide Rights • Early Years  
32pp • Picture book

THE BEAR  
AND HER BOOK
Frances Tosdevin, illustrated 
by Sophia O’Connor

“The world is big and there’s 
     much to see, 
And a bear must go where she 
     wants to be. 
And a bear as curious as me — 
     longs to gaze at the starlit sea!”
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Finney the Fox wants to write a book. He’s just bursting with ideas. 
The only problem is . . . all the original ideas are gone! Or are they? 
Join Finney as he tries to find his story, with a little help from  
a friend.

Based on the UCLan Publishing logo, Finney the Fox has been 
brought to life by competition winner Alana Washington and  
illustrator Charlotte Caswell.

04/03/2021  
£7.99 • 9781912979486 • 215x215mm 
PB • Worldwide Rights • Early Years  

32pp • Picture book

FINNEY’S STORY
Alana Washington,  
illustrated by  
Charlotte Caswell

Be original! You are one of a kind, 
and so is your story!

A timely story full of heart and  
humour, exploring issues of  
representation in a fun way.



NON-FICTION  
PICTURE BOOKS
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From the founding of the team in World War One to the eventual 
ban of the women’s game by the FA, join the team in their journey  
to the top of the league.

Written by a world authority on the Dick, Kerr Ladies, and featuring 
original artefacts and a history of the game, this Companion Guide 
is a must for any football fan.

06/05/2021  
£9.99 • 9781912979462 • 260x210mm 

PB • Worldwide Rights • 9+  
40pp • Picture book

THE DICK, KERR  
LADIES: FOOTBALL’S 
FORGOTTEN LEGENDS
Gail J. Newsham

Lace up your boots and get ready 
for kick-off – it’s time to discover 
the true story of the Dick, Kerr 
Ladies football team, courageous 
pioneers of women’s football in 
the UK.
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Dive right in with marine biologists Jillian and Duncan as they take 
you into the depths of the ocean. There you’ll discover all sorts 
of weird and wonderful sharks you perhaps didn’t know existed. 
Learn all about these amazing creatures and their extraordinary 
super powers.

04/06/2020  
£9.99 • 9781912979165 • 260x210mm 

PB • Worldwide Rights • 9+  
32pp • Non-Fiction

SHARK SUPER  
POWERS
Jillian Morris &  
Duncan Brake, illustrated  
by Steve May

We all know about the Great 
White, but do you know about the 
shark that can glow in the dark? 
Or the one that can trump to lose 
buoyancy?

Shark Super Powers is the perfect 
guide for any shark fanatic.
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Based on the original NASA Press Kit for the Apollo 11 Lunar  
Landing Mission, this is full of exclusive never-before-seen content 
from the BIS archives. Includes an introduction written by Helen 
Sharman, the first woman to visit the Mir Space Station!

This book captures the excitement of the 1969 Apollo 11 moon 
landing, how it happened, why it happened, what the team  
discovered and what followed on Earth.

 

03/06/2019  
£9.99 • 9781912979011 • 260x210mm 

PB • Worldwide Rights • 9+  
40pp • Non-Fiction

BLAST OFF TO  
THE MOON!
Produced in association  
with British Interplanetary 
Society (BIS)   

An accessible book for children 
that will inspire and encourage  
a love of learning about science 
and space.



MIDDLE GRADE 
FICTION



13

Meet Matilda, the girl who’ll give it her best shot to learn 
everything she needs to learn in order to get there herself. From 
how to pee in zero-G to why pizzas won’t take you up, up and away, 
this is science for the curious!

Told as a journey of discovery, it’s full of easy-to-
understand facts about air pressure, 
escape velocities, 
coding, and falling 
around the Earth, in a 
way which will inspire 
the next generation of 
moon walkers.

MEET MATILDA 
ROCKET BUILDER
Dom Conlon, illustrated by 
Heidi Cannon
03/06/2021 
£7.99 • 9781912979554 • 198x129mm 
PB • Worldwide Rights • 8+  
208pp • Fiction

Going to the Moon is SO last  
century, so how difficult can it 
be — even for a ten-year-old — to 
follow in the footsteps of Neil 
Armstrong and the Apollo  
astronauts?
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Boy rides across the desert on a ‘borrowed’ horse. His  
destination? The great city of Cherabim. He carries with him the 
Book of Secrets, which contains his late father’s brilliant inventions, 
one of which could change the world forever.

But Boy falls in with brigands who rob him and leave him for dead in 
the harsh desert sands. Then along comes Lexi, with her group of 
eccentric travelling players, and it just so happens they are looking 
for a new leading man . . . Can Boy help them out by starring in their 
latest show? And can they help him out by tracking down the  
all-important Book of Secrets?

A rollicking medieval romp where laughter and action abound in 
equal measure . . . and where danger lurks around every corner.

THE BOOK  
OF SECRETS
Philip Caveney
02/04/2020 
£7.99 • 9781912979141 • 198x129mm 
PB • Worldwide Rights • 9–12   
180pp • Fiction

A brand new stand-alone Middle 
Grade adventure from the  
author of Sebastian Darke,  
Philip Caveney.
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Gracie Fairshaw and her family have barely moved into  
The Majestic, a Blackpool boarding house, when her Ma  
mysteriously vanishes.

Gracie teams up with her younger brother, George, siblings,  
Violet and Tom, and maid, Phyllis. They must work out why one of 
the guests - a conman conjurer – has made Ma disappear . . .   
Can they get her safely home, as the clock ticks down to the 1935  
Illuminations Switch-on?

‘A magical rollercoaster of a ride.’  
Marie Basting

‘Satisfyingly sprinkled with clues to sniff out, this is a timeless,  
accessible and well-paced mystery with bags of atmosphere.’  
Booktrust

GRACIE FAIRSHAW 
AND THE  
MYSTERIOUS GUEST
Susan Brownrigg
02/07/2020 
£6.99 • 9781912979349 • 198x129mm 
PB • Worldwide. Rights • 9–12 
282pp • Fiction

‘A delightfully engaging mystery, 
with a wonderful setting in 1930s 
Blackpool’.  
Katherine Woodfine
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Gracie Fairshaw is delighted to get a sneak preview of the  
Children’s Ballet’s Christmas spectacular. But when the curtain  
rises, things go horribly wrong for the young dancers.

Accidents, pranks and a poison pen letter make Gracie wonder if 
someone is trying to spoil the show.

Can Gracie and her friends stop the saboteur before their final act?

GRACIE FAIRSHAW 
AND THE TROUBLE  
AT THE TOWER
Susan Brownrigg
07/10/2021 
£6.99 • 9781912979592 • 198x129mm 
PB • Worldwide Rights • 9–12
282pp • Fiction

The stage is set for a  
thrilling mystery!
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“‘Believe me, Kian Reader, without librarians, the world is doomed!’ 
He said. ‘Doomed to be ruled by me! Mwaahahahahahahaha!’.”

Evil genius, and a bit too bonkers, Doctor Badd is determined to 
create a bigger, more powerful F.A.R.T. than the world has ever 
seen - Fellowship Against Reading Texts. With Martin Marvello, the 
famous local, best-selling, award-winning children’s author on side, 
will he be able to overthrow the powerful Secret Library  
Service, or will Kian Reader, ably assisted by his friends, Asif and 
Prissy, be able to thwart their plans?

Stacks of humour, a reluctant hero with almost total recall and a 
fiendish plot make this a long overdue action adventure.

‘Fast and funny with more twists and turns than a corkscrew  
on a helter skelter. I loved it!’ 
Philip Ardagh

THE SPYBRARIAN
Jon Mayhew
07/01/2021 
£699 • 9781912979356 • 198x129mm 
PB • Worldwide Rights • 9–12   
322pp • Fiction

‘The Secret Library Service:  
 Who Reads Wins!’ 
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Kintana has grown up listening to stories of life at sea from her Pa, 
an ex-pirate turned pet shop owner. So, when a tall ship – The Nine 
Sails – berths at Pirate Island, she eagerly joins the motley crew as 
a cabin boy - even though her main duty will be to look after the 
pirate’s pets.

But someone on board is determined to disrupt the voyage. Could 
the dreaded Captain’s curse be to blame? Or is it the lure of buried 
treasure that will draw the ship back?

One thing is for sure: Kintana is about to discover that, sometimes, 
adventure is found closer to home.

KINTANA AND THE 
CAPTAIN’S CURSE
Susan Brownrigg
01/07/2021 
£6.99 • 9781912979561 • 198x129mm 
PB • Worldwide Rights • 9–12  
182pp • Fiction

Ahoy there! The Nine Sails is 
casting off for Madagascar, so all 
aboard for a treasure hunt you’ll 
never forget!
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YOUNG ADULT  
FICTION
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Harris White is on a journey, one that takes him across land and sea, 
in search of The Monster Belt, where he believes he’ll find the key 
to unravelling a mystery deeply rooted in his past.

Dee Winter, however, has her sights set firmly on a future away 
from The Monster Belt. When their paths collide, will Harris and 
Dee find the answers they’ve been looking for?

THE MONSTER BELT
Ruth Estevez
02/09/2021 
£7.99 • 9781912979585 • 198x129mm 
PB •  Worldwide Rights • 12+  
193pp • Fiction

In the Monster Belt, discoveries 
are made. Some good, some bad, 
some life changing.
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A fearsome beast lurks deep in the Forest of Tay. Under cover of 
darkness, it emerges to feed on the local farmer’s sheep — and 
sometimes the farmers themselves.

Fraser McCloud believes it’s a wolf, but some whisper that it’s the 
Cù Sìth, a creature summoned by the mysterious ‘Walkers in the 
Woods.’

Callum is Fraser’s young apprentice. He’s understandably  
apprehensive when Fraser insists that he must help hunt down  
and kill the beast.

In the local village, Callum meets Mhairi, the innkeeper’s daughter, 
who knows more about the Walkers than she really should.

As time passes, the killings become ever more audacious - and  
Callum realises he has every reason to be afraid . . .

A HUNTER’S MOON
Danny Weston
07/01/2021 
£7.99 • 9781912979677 • 198x129mm 
PB • Worldwide Rights • 12+  
282pp • Fiction

The forest belongs to the  
walkers . . . Enter at your peril.
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“You’re too young to remember why we needed heroes. You 
should be glad . . . ”

Nine years ago, two princes waged a bloody civil war for the right 
to rule Arngard. The younger prince took the throne and outlawed 
the ancient beliefs, but some wounds don’t heal. New religion 
replaced the barbaric traditions and finally, there’s peace.

Torny and Ebba are friends. Sent away by their families, they work 
together and watch out for each other. Too young to remember 
the war that tore apart the kingdom, Torny dreams of the glorious 
warriors of old, while Ebba misses her family, despite the darkness 
she left behind.

But when a man is murdered on the street and Torny finds herself 
in possession of a dangerous message, the two friends must tread 
separate paths. These will lead them through fear, through grief,  
to the source of their own power and to the gates of death itself.

As Torny and Ebba are used as tools for the opposing factions of 
the war, a deep power is ignited in them both. Can they uncover 
their own strength to finally heal the wounds of a nation?

THE HARM TREE
Rose Edwards
19/07/2019 
£7.99 • 9781912979004 • 198x129mm 
PB • Worldwide. Rights • 14+ 
464pp • Fiction

The resistance is rising and dark 
forces stir to take back what was 
once theirs. Belief in the ancient 
gods runs strong — the sacrificial 
Harm Tree still stands.
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Together again, Torny and Ebba reach Vellsberg, an out-post of 
the Southern Empire, hoping for a safe haven. Instead, they find 
families driven by ambition, a strange young woman who doesn’t 
seem to belong, and the bloody consequences of the Empire’s 
attempt to control the north.

When Vellsberg is attacked, Torny and Ebba entrust themselves 
to Aisulu, a lone rider from beyond the eastern edges of the 
Southern Empire. Betrayed and pursued, they flee through a 
land succumbing to a strange plague. Invisible flames afflict the 
penitent, and whispers of a new Martyr and his False Disciple 
follow at their heels.

Unwilling to face the things they’ve done to survive, Torny and 
Ebba find themselves torn apart again.

After all, what hope is there, when once you have been monstrous? 
What peace can there be, when you have betrayed your own?

THE EMBER DAYS
Rose Edwards
07/10/2021 
£7.99 • 9781912979158 • 198x129mm 
PB • Worldwide Rights • 14+
292pp • Fiction

The long-awaited sequel to  
The Harm Tree.

Exiled from a broken land, two 
friends try to escape the darkness 
they left behind them.
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Preston Oldcorn lay quite still, eyes tight shut, trying to shrug off 
the cold grip of the nightmare. It was 9:22 p.m. It was always 9:22 
p.m. A cold hand had plunged into Preston’s chest and tightened 
its icy grip around his heart. 

In an instant, Preston was dead. 

Preston finds himself in a desolate void, trapped in the chasm 
between life and death. Soon discovering that he is not alone, 
Preston must stay one-step ahead of his enemies and discover the 
mysteries held by this new world as he tries to save his soul. But 
doing so means braving the darkest and most feared part of town: 
Cold Bath Street.

“This is an excellent book with compelling characters, a creepy 
atmosphere and a clever plot. It was hard to put down and I 
finished it in one day.”  
Joseph Delaney

COLD BATH STREET
A. J. Hartley
27/04/2018 
£7.99 • 9780995515574 • 198x129mm 
PB • Worldwide. Rights • 12+ 
316pp • Fiction

Preston Oldcorn is in a desolate 
void between life and death. In 
order to save his soul he must 
brave his greatest fear - Cold Bath 
Street. A gothic thriller that will 
keep you gripped to the end.
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RAUFFE RADCLIFFE LAID THIS STONE TO LYE FOREVER:  
AD 1655 . . . so says the mysterious stone laying on Written Stone 
Lane. When the stone is moved years later, murderous ghosts and 
ancient specters are released. The only person that can save the 
world from murder and destruction is Preston Oldcorn, a 15-year-
old boy from the North of England, and his friends.

A fast-paced ghost thriller that will set your heart racing until the 
very end, Written Stone Lane is a direct sequel to the bestselling 
YA/crossover novel, Cold Bath Street, but can be read as a stand-
alone.

WRITTEN STONE LANE
A. J. Hartley
31/10/2019 
£7.99 • 9781912979073 • 198x129mm 
PB • Worldwide Rights • 12+
352pp • Fiction

The much anticipated sequel  
to the Carnegie nominated  
Cold Bath Street.
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Noah is forced to travel with his distant mother to the remote 
Scottish island of Inchtinn. Since the death of his father, she’s been 
struggling for inspiration for her next bestselling children’s book, 
and hopes an adventurous trip will help them both.

Yet adventure isn’t the only thing that awaits their arrival. When 
things take a turn for the worse, Noah has to face the most 
unimaginable horrors . . .

Author of popular series Sebastian Darke, Danny Weston aka  
Philip Caveney, has an impressive portfolio of backlist titles 
including The Piper and The Haunting of Jessop Rise.

INCHTINN: 
ISLAND OF SHADOWS
Danny Weston
17/10/2019 
£7.99 • 9781912979059 • 198x129mm 
PB • Worldwide Rights • 12+  
224pp • Fiction

A fantastically creepy new  
mystery from Danny Weston.

“Inchtinn - where sinister beings 
stir and tormented souls seek 
revenge. What if survival relied on 
facing your greatest fears?”
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Have you ever wondered how books are made?

UCLan Publishing is an award winning independent publisher, 
specialising in Children’s and Young Adult books. Based at The 
University of Central Lancashire, this Preston-based publisher 
teaches MA Publishing students how to become industry 
professionals using the content and resources from its business; 
students are included at every stage of the publishing process and 
credited for the work that they contribute.

The business doesn’t just help publishing students though. UCLan 
Publishing has supported the employability and real-life work skills 
for the University’s Illustration, Acting, Translation, Animation, 
Photography, Film & TV students and many more. This is the beauty 
of books and stories; they fuel many other creative industries! The 
MA Publishing students are able to get involved from day one with 
the business and they acquire a behind the scenes experience of 
what it is like to work for a such a reputable independent. 

The MA course was awarded a Times Higher Award (2018) for 
Innovation in the Arts and the business, UCLan Publishing, was 
awarded Best Newcomer at the Independent Publishing Guild 
(2019) for the ethos of teaching publishing using a commercial 
publishing house.  As the business continues to grow, so too does 
the student experience upon entering this dynamic Masters course.

www.uclanpublishing.com  
www.uclanpublishing.com/courses/ 
uclanpublishing@uclan.ac.uk



www.uclanpublishing.com  


